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REPATRIATION OF TWO LARGE-SIZE ICONS FROM SWITZERLAND ON MARCH, 30th 2016 

The first one of the two repatriated icons illustrates Jesus Christ on a throne together with Saint John the 

Baptist, while the second one illustrates Enthroned Virgin Mary with Child together with Saint John the 

Evangelist. The icons are dated 1620 A.D. and were painted by the painter Meletios from Crete. These icons 

were stolen from the iconstasis of the chapel of Saint Jacob in Trikomo (Famagusta district) after the Turkish 

ƛƴǾŀǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ мфтпΦ {ŀƛƴǘ WŀŎƻōΩǎ ŎƘŀǇŜƭ ƘŀŘ ƴƻ ŦǊŜǎŎƻŜǎ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ colorful plates of traditional 

folk art. Nowadays this chapel is illegally being used by the so called Turkish Authorities of Northern Cyprus 

as a Tourist Office.  

The icon illustrating Jesus Christ and Saint John the Baptist has a size of 110 X 128 cm. and close to the feet 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ζʋɳɹʄ ɾɳɽɳʆɹʁʇ ʆʁʇ ɼʄɹʆʁʅ ɮʋɼόҐмснлύ ʋόˊʽˋˍˇύ ʇηΦ ζɾόʹ˄ˇˌύ 

ʰˎʴˇˏˋˍˇˎύΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƛƴǘŜǊ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛŎƻƴ ƻŦ aŀǊȅΣ aƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ 

together with Saint John the Evangelist has a size of 114 X 134 cm. Both of them were in the possession of 

the Russian-jewish art dealer Alexander Kocinski, until their confiscation by the Swiss Police in Zurich in 2007. 

The only documentation to recover these stolen icons from abroad was was a paper published in the 

Proceedings of the International Cretan Conference in 1976 by the former director of Department of 

Antiquities of Cyprus, Mr. Athanasios Papageorgiou. 

¢ƘŜ ƛŎƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘǊŀŎƪŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ƛƴ нллт ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŜΩǎ !ǳŎǘƛƻƴ IƻǳǎŜ ƛƴ [ƻƴdon, from where they were 

ǿƛǘƘŘǊŀǿƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ Yȅƪƪƻǎ aƻƴŀǎǘŜǊȅΩǎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ YȅƪƪƻΩǎ .ƛǎƘƻǇΣ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ 

Kykkos Monastery traveled to Zurich in order to meet the owner of the icons, however it was not possible to 

talk him into returning the icons to the lawful owners. For this reason the Authorities of Cyprus were 

informed. The written complaint of the Byzantinologist of the Kykkos Monastery, Dr. Ch. Chotzakoglou, to 

the Cypriot Police and to Interpol-Cyprus initiated the repatriation procedure of the icons, leading eventually 

to their confiscation by the Swiss Interpol.  

By means of a new testimony from Dr. Ch. Chotzakoglou in addition to a full documentation of the Cypriot 

origin of the icons and their looting after the Turkish invasion in northern Cyprus, the Supreme Court of 

Famagusta, based in Larnaca, took legal measures against the owner of the icons, who was convicted. The 

verdict of the Cypriot Supreme Court was afterwards used in the Swiss Court, leading to the signing of a 

compromise settlement between the Church of Cyprus and Kocinski for the return of the icons to Cyprus. 

Dr. Ioannis A. Eliades, 

Director, 

ɰȅȊŀƴǘƛƴŜ aǳǎŜǳƳ ŀƴŘ !Ǌǘ DŀƭƭŜǊƛŜǎΣ  

Archbishop Makarios III Foundation, 

Arch. Kyprianos sqr., P.O.Box 21269,  

1505 Nicosia, CYPRUS 

Tel. +357 22430 008  

www.makariosfoundation.org.cy  

 

http://www.makariosfoundation.org.cy/
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The EuroMed2016 Conference is in MEMORIAM of 

Werner WEBER, Ewald QUAK and David ARNOLD 

 

Werner Weber (15.09.2014 Ϟ) was responsible to the 

Federal Government Commissioner for Culture and the Media (BKM) 

in Bonn and in Berlin for all affairs related to Culture and Media on 

the EU level and actively worked as the BKM representative in 

several EU Committees in Brussels and in Luxemburg (such as the 

Member States Expert Group on Digitalisation and Digital 

Preservation - MSEG). He was one of the inventors of the EU 

Initiative for the Pan-European e-documentation of the 1st World 

War (Europeana Collections 1914-1918: http://www.europeana-

collections-1914-1918.eu/) and of the European project for the documentation and preservation of the Fall 

of the Berlin Wall in 1989 (Europeana 1989 - http://www.europeana1989.eu/en/). Werner, was passionate 

and had an infectious personality that motivated others to join and work intensively in the area of Digital 

Heritage documentation. He was energetically involved in the planning and financing of Europeana (the 

biggest digital library in the world) and in the first stages for the creation of the German Digital Library, 

which is the leading aggregator for the Europeana (www.europeana.eu). We enjoy today WerƴŜǊΩǎ 

diplomatic achievement with the digital Cultural Heritage Research in the H2020 Frame-work programme!  

In October 2014 we announced to rename the EuroMed Best Paper Awards to be called the Werner Weber 

Award in honour of his contribution in the area of Cultural Heritage documentation.  

H.E. the German Ambassador in Cyprus Mr. Nikolai von {ŎƘƻŜǇŦŦΣ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜŘ ōȅ ²ŜǊƴŜǊΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǿƛƭƭ 

handover the Best Paper Awards to the main Authors of the Scientific Papers. 

 

Ewald Quak όнфΦлпΦнлмр Ϟύ received his PhD from the 

University of Dortmund in 1985, and until 1987 worked as a 

researcher at the same time. He was a fellow of the Alexander von 

Humboldt Foundation and he worked as an academician and 

researcher in leading institutions in the USA, Norway, Germany and 

Estonia. During the last decades, he worked intensively in the area of 

Cybernetics, Computer Graphics and Digital Heritage. For more than 

15 years he was Evaluator, Reviewer and Vice-Chair in the area of 

Engineering by the European Commission in Brussels.  

He is one of the visionionaries of the Marie Curie Initial Training 

Network (ITN-DCH ς www.itn-dch.eu), the only fellowship project in 

the World in the area of Digital Heritage) and he served as the Chair of the Advisory Board until he passed 

away. Ewald was the Co-Editor of the first Volume (published by Springer Verlag in 2015) of 3D Challenges in 

I 

https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/member-states-expert-group-digitisation-digital-preservation
http://www.europeana-collections-1914-1918.eu/
http://www.europeana-collections-1914-1918.eu/
http://www.europeana1989.eu/en/
http://www.europeana.eu/
http://www.itn-dch.eu/
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Cultural Heritage, about one of the most complicated areas of research in Cultural Informatics. Springer-

bŀǘǳǊŜ ±ŜǊƭŀƎ Ƙŀǎ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ 9ǿŀƭŘΩǎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅΦ 

During EuroMed2016 we will present the second volume of this unique series of books.  

IΦ9Φ ǘƘŜ DŜǊƳŀƴ !ƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊ ƛƴ /ȅǇǊǳǎ aǊΦ bƛƪƻƭŀƛ Ǿƻƴ {ŎƘƻŜǇŦŦΣ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜŘ ōȅ 9ǿŀƭŘΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀƴŘ 

over the Digital Heritage Award for distinguish achievements to Prof. Dr. Dieter Fellner, Director of the 

Fraunhofer Gesselschaft / IGD in Darmstadt, Germany.  

 

David Arnold (25.10.16 Ϟ) was involved for over 40 years in 

research into the design of interactive computer graphics systems 

and their application in architecture, engineering, cartography, 

scientific visualisation and over the past 18 years in Cultural 

Heritage. David was educated at the University of Cambridge and 

held an MA in Engineering and Computer Science and a PhD in 

Architecture. He subsequently spent 24 years at the University of 

East Anglia, Norwich, UK and 14 years at the University of Brighton 

where he was Dean of the Faculty of Management and Information 

{ŎƛŜƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ LƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ 

and Dean of the Brighton Doctoral College. Critically for the field of 

Digital Heritage, DaǾƛŘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ 

Cultural Informatics Research Group which he founded in 2002. 

David was a pioneer and a real European in the area of the e-documentation of the Past.  

Many Euromed conference attendees will be familiar with David as the Co-Chair of EuroMed2006 in Nicosia 

(the 1st EuroMed Conference - www.cipavast.org.cy), a Member of the Advisory Board in the EU FP7-PEOPLE 

Marie-Curie ITN-DCH Project (www.itn-dch.eu) and in H2020 CSA COOP8 ViMM Project (www.vi-mm.eu) and 

a co-ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9th/I bŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ 9ȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 9¦Ωǎ CǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ с ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ όCtсύΣ 

involving 95 partners (http://epoch-net.org/). More recently he coordinated 3D-COFORM, a large scale 

Integrated Project under FP7. He was the founding Editor-in-Chief of the ACM Journal on Computing and 

Cultural Heritage and was a past Chair of the European Association for Computer Graphics. 

¢ƻ ƘƻƴƻǳǊ 5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƪΣ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘǎΣ ŀǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ 9ǳǊƻaŜŘ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ нлму όǘƘŜ 

EU Year dedicated on Cultural Heritage) we will confer on the best PhD Fellowship, ǘƘŜ 5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ !ǊƴƻƭŘ Digital 

Heritage achievement for PhD Students. 

 

ὅ₆‍Ώ₣Ὺ  ´   ⁪ MΏ⁮Ὼῲ

II  

http://www.cipavast.org.cy/
http://www.itn-dch.eu/
http://www.vi-mm.eu/
http://epoch-net.org/
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VENUES 
 

Á MAIN CONFERENCE VENUE 

FILIOXENIA CONFERENCE CENTER  

17 Thrakis Str., CY-1311 Nicosia, CYPRUS 

Show map        

Tel: +35722395000, Fax: +35722335653 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday: 09.00 ς 18.30 p.m. 

Thursday: 08.30 ς 18.30 p.m. 

 

Á CONFERENCE REGISTRATION DESK 
 

Filoxenia Conference Center 

Every day: 08.30-18.30 p.m.  

 

Á COFFEE BREAK VENUE 
 

Filoxenia Conference Center 

Every day: 10.30-11.00 a.m. and 15.30-16.00 p.m. 

 

Á LUNCH VENUE 
 

Filoxenia Conference Center 

Pentadaktylos Restaurant 

Every day: 13.00 -14.00 p.m. 

 

Á SOCIAL DINNER VENUE 
 

Chateau Status Restaurant  

12 Markou Drakou str., CY-1102, Nicosia, CYPRUS  

(at the Ledra Palace Check Point in Nicosia) Show map 

Tuesday 01/11/2016 , 19.00 p.m. 

 

 

https://goo.gl/maps/bu2Ts3xonf22
http://www.cyprus.com/chateau-status-restaurant--maps.html
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CONFERENCE VENUE ɀ LAYOUT 
 

Zenon Kitievs (ZK) 

 FILOXENIA e-TOUR: 

http://www.fcc.com.cy/venue 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: http://www.fcc.com.cy/resource/gallery/category/1-meetings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.fcc.com.cy/venue
http://www.fcc.com.cy/resource/gallery/category/1-meetings
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FROM/ TO FILOXENIA CONFERENCE VENUE  
 

 

Source: http://www.osel.com.cy/index.php?wp=routedetails_en&route=150 

USEFUL LINKS 
Please scan the QR code to find details about the following: 

OFFICIAL WEBPAGE OF THE TWO AIRPORTS IN CYPRUS 

BUS TRANSFER FROM THE AIRPORTS TO THE DIFFERENT CITIES IN CYPRUS  

(Bus Timetable from/to Larnaca | Kapnos Airport Shuttle Bus | Paphos Buses) 

DOWNLOAD MAPS OF CYPRUS TOWNS (Nicosia | Limassol | Larnaca | Paphos | 

Famagusta) 

OFFICIAL WEBPAGES OF: Cyprus Government | Ministry of Foreign Affairs | Press and Information Office | 

Cyprus Tourism Organisation |  Aspects of Cyprus | Nicosia Municipality | Larnaca Municipality |  Limassol 

Municipality |  Paphos Municipality 

http://www.osel.com.cy/index.php?wp=routedetails_en&route=150


 

 
 
 

   7 
 

SOCIAL DINNER VENUE 

 

Chateau Status is a dreamily restaurant in the heart of the most historic area in the old town of Nicosia. This 

restored building along with the momentous Ledra Palace hotel, used to constitute for decades the only 

"bridge" between the occupied and free areas of Cyprus. Since the 50s, the surrounding area was infesting 

from bombings due to inter-communal fighting and later crossfires between the two sides until the middle 

70s. The encircling buildings were evacuated, abandoned and devastated. The no-ƳŀƴΩǎ ƭŀƴŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ 

two checkpoints, the so-ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά.ǳŦŦŜǊ ½ƻƴŜέΣ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀ ǎȅƳōƻƭ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘΦ CǊƻƳ мфтп ŀƴŘ ƻƴǿŀǊŘǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ 

ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ŀǊŜŀ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎƛŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǘƘŜ ά/ȅǇǊǳǎ 

ƛǎǎǳŜέΦ {ǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǾŜƴǳŜ where Cypriot citizens and civil society organizations were 

gathering either to prompt peace or assembling to pursue common projects or meeting people from other 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ /ȅǇǊǳǎΦ ¢ƻŘŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛǎ ōǊŜŀǘƘƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ άƎǊŜŜƴ ƭƛƴŜέΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƭiterally cutting 

ƛƴ ǘǿƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ŎŜƴǘŜǊΣ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎƛƴƎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΤ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

means to explore its strong folkloric character where commercial and multi-cultural activities are combined 

to bring to the visitor a unique cultural experience. 

Sources: 

http://www.home4cooperation.info/history-of-the-h4c 

http://www.ledraproperties.com/en-gb/city/history/  

http://www.heartcyprus.com/blog/ledra-palace-a-journey-through-time  

 

 

Show photos 

Source: TripAdvisor 

  

http://www.home4cooperation.info/history-of-the-h4c
http://www.ledraproperties.com/en-gb/city/history/
http://www.heartcyprus.com/blog/ledra-palace-a-journey-through-time
https://www.tripadvisor.co.uk/Restaurant_Review-g190383-d3344253-Reviews-Chateau_Status-Nicosia_Nicosia_District.html
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PUBLICATIONS 

Digital Heritage 
Progress in Cultural Heritage: 
Documentation, Preservation, and 
Protection 
6th International Conference, EuroMed 
2016, Nicosia, Cyprus, October 31 ς 

November 5, 2016, Proceedings, Part I & II 
 
Ioannides, M., Fink, E., Moropoulou, A., Hagedorn-Saupe, 
M., Fresa, A., [ƛŜǎǘǄƭΣ DΦΣ Rajcic, V., Grussenmeyer, P. (Eds.) 
 

This two-volume set constitutes the refereed proceedings of the 6th International Conference on Digital 

Heritage, EuroMed 2016, held in Nicosia, Cyprus, in October/November 2016. The 29 full papers, 44 project 

papers, and 32 short papers presented were carefully reviewed and selected from 502 submissions. 

3D Research Challenges in Cultural Heritage II 

How to Manage Data and Knowledge Related to 
Interpretative Digital 3D Reconstructions of Cultural 
Heritage 
aǸƴǎǘŜǊΣ {ΦΣ Pfarr-Harfst, M., YǳǊƻŎȊȅƵǎƪƛΣ tΦΣ Ioannides, M. (Eds.) 
 
This book reflects a current state of the art and future perspectives of Digital 
Heritage focusing on not interpretative reconstruction and including as well as 
bridging practical and theoretical perspectives, strategies and approaches. 
Comprehensive key challenges are related to knowledge transfer and management 
as well as data handling within an interpretative digital reconstruction of Cultural Heritage including aspects 
of digital object creation, sustainability, accessibility, documentation, presentation, preservation and more 
general scientific compatibility.  
 

Mixed Reality and Gamification for Cultural 

Heritage 

Ioannides, M., Magnenat-Thalmann, N., Papagiannakis, G. (Eds.) 

This book offers an essential introduction to the theories, 

development and applications of enabling technologies for mixed reality and gamified 

interaction in the context of cultural heritage and creative industries. Following a 

pedagogical model developed by the focus group of the first EU Marie S. Curie 

Fellowship Initial Training Network on Digital Cultural Heritage, it presents both enabling technologies and 

their applications to tangible and intangible cultural heritage. 
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COMMITTEE 
 

Á Conference Chairs 
Marinos Ioannides, Cyprus 

Eleanor Fink, USA 

Antonia Moropoulou, Greece 

Monika Hagerdorn-Saupe, Germany 

Antonella Fresa, Italy 

DǳƴƴŀǊ [ƛŜǎǘǄƭΣ bƻǊǿŀȅ 

Vlatka Rajcic, Croatia 

Pierre Grussenmeyer, France 

 

Á Paper Review Chair 
Pavlos Chatzigrigoriou 

 

Á Local Organizing Committee 

Agapiou, Athos Nikolakopoulou, Vasiliki 
Athanasiou, Vasilios Nobilakis, Elias 
Chatzigrigoriou, Pavlos Papageorgiou, Eirini-Chrysovalantou 
Christodoulou, Marina Skriapas, Konstantinos 
Eliades, Ioannis Themistocleous, Kyriacos 
Gkanetsos, Theodoros Yianni, Stephanie 
Leventis, Georgios  

 

Á International Scientific Committee (ISC) 

Agapiou, Athos CY Corsi, Cristina IT 
Albertson, Lynda IT Costi de Castrillo, Maria CY 
Angeletaki, Alexandra NO Cuca, Branca SB 
Balet, Olivier FR Dallas, Costis CA 
Barcelo, Juan SP De Jong, Annemieke NL 
Bebis, George US De Kramer, Marleen AT 
Belgiorno, Maria-Rosaria IT De Leeuw, Sonja NL 
Bellini, Francesco IT De Masi, Alessandro IT 
Berni, Marco IT De Niet, Marco NL 
Bockholt, Ulrich DE De Polo Saibanti, Andrea IT 
Bourexis, Fotis GR Degraeve, Ann BE 
Bryan, Paul UK Dobreva, Milena MT 
Caliandro, Rocco IT Doneus, Michael AT 
Callet, Patrick IT Domajnko, Matevz SI 
Castrillo, David ES Doulamis, Anastasios GR 
Chatzigrigoriou, Pavlos GR Doulamis, Nikolaos GR 
Colla, Camilla IT Drap, Pierre FR 
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Eppich, Rand US Moropoulou, Antonia GR 
Farrag, Maged EG aǸƴǎǘŜǊΣ {ŀƴŘŜǊ DE 
Filin, Sagi IL Nanetti, Andrea SG 
Fouseki, Kalliopi UK Nikolakopoulou, Vasiliki GR 
Fresa, Antonella IT Nurminen, Antti FI 
CǊƛŎƪΣ WǸǊƎŜƴ DE Nys, Karin BE 
Gebhardt, Andreas DE Ouimet, Christian CA 
Giannoulopoulos Giannoulis,  Papageorgiou, Dimitris GR 
Georgios ES Papageorgiou, Eirini-Chrysovalantou GR 
Giuliano, Angele MT Papagiannakis, George GR 
Graf, Holger DE Petrelli, Daniela UK 
Grammalidis, Nikos GR Pietro, Liuzzo DE 
Grosset, Marie FR Potsiou, Chryssy GR 
Grussenmeyer, Pierre FR Protopapadakis, Eftychios GR 
DǳǘƛŞǊǊŜȊ aŀǊƛŀƴƻΣ CƭƻǊŜǎ ES Radoslav, Pavlov BG 
DǳǘƛŞǊǊŜȊ aŜŀƴŀΣ WŀǾƛŜǊ ES Rajcic, Vlatka HR 
Hagedorn-Saupe, Monika DE Rodriguez-Echavarria, Karina UK 
Hanke, Klaus AT Roko, ¿ŀǊƴƛŏ SI 
LōłƷŜȊΣ CǊŀƴŎƛǎŎƻ ES Ronchi, Alfredo IT 
Ioannidis, Charalambos GR Saleh, Fathi EG 
Jabi, Wassim UK {łƴŎƘŜȊ !ƴŘǊŜǳΣ Wƻŀƴ ES 
Kersten, Thomas DE Santana, Mario CA 
Klein, Michael AT Santos, Pedro DE 
Klein, Reinhard DE Schindler, Matthias DE 
Kolias, Stefanos GR {ŜƳǇŜǊŜΣ LǎŀōŜƭ aŀǊǘƝƴŜȊ ES 
Koukios, Emmanuel GR Shang, Jin CH 
Koutsabasis, Panayiotis GR Snyders, Marius NL 
YǳǊƻŎȊȅƵǎƪƛΣ tƛƻǘǊ DE Soile, Sofia   GR 
Kyriakaki, Georgia GR Stork, Andre DE 
Landes, Tania FR Tapinaki, Sevasti GR 
Lange, Guus BE Themistocleous, Kyriacos CY 
Laquidara, Giuseppe IT Thwaites, Harold MY 
Leissner, Johanna DE Tsai, Fuan TW 
[ŜƽƴΣ !ƭŦǊŜŘƻ DǊŀƴŘŜ ES Tsapatsoulis, Nicolas CY 
[ŜǊƳŀΣ WƻǎŞ [ǳƛǎ ES Tsiafaki, Despoina GR 
Leventis, Georgios GR Tsoupikova, Daria USA 
Liarokapis, Fotis GR Uueni, Andres EE 
[ƛŜǎǘǄƭΣ DǳƴƴŀǊ NO Vander Vorst, Daniel ES 
Lobovikov Katz, Anna IL Vassilara, Archontoula GR 
Lonnqvist, Minna FL Vavalis, Manolis GR 
Lopez-Menchero Bendicho, Victor IT Vermeulen, Frank BE 
Madija, Lidija RS Verykokou, Styliani GR 
Maietti, Federica IT Vosinakis, Spyros GR 
Makantasis, Konstantinos GR Walczak, Krzysztof PL 
Marcella, Stefano IT Wallace, Manolis GR 
Martins, Joao PT Wehr, Aloysius DE 
Masini, Nicola IT Wilk, Christian DE 
Mate, Toth HU Yen, Alex Ya-Ning TW 
Michail, Harris CY   
    
    
    
    

https://ec.europa.eu/research/infrastructures/pdf/workshop_march_2012/zarnic.pdf
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CONFERENCE EXCURSION 

SOCIAL EXCURSION TO THE ASINOU CHURCH (11th CENTURY) 

UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE MONUMENT  

Date: Wednesday 2nd November 2016, 09.30 a.m. - 18.30 p.m. 
 

(Registration needed until November the 1st)  

A full day excursion to the Asinou UNESCO WHL monument will be 

organized exclusively for the EuroMed2016 participants. Luxury 

fully insured air-conditioned buses will transfer the participants to 

the church, which is located 45km away from the Cypriot capital, 

Nicosia. There, the participants will be provided a tour about the 

history and the evolution of the church through time. The tour will 

be carried out by the fellows who are actively involved in the Marie 

Curie Initial Training Network for Digital Cultural Heritage (ITN-DCH 

www.itn-dch.eu) and have studied the Asinou monument as part of 

their research training. This presentation is considered to be part of 

the dissemination and outreach of their research results. 

The church of Panagia Phorviotissa, or Panagia Asinou (Panagia is 

called in Greek the Mother of God), named after the nearest village 

that used to exist in the area, is located on the north foothills of one 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƳƛƴŀǘŜ /ȅǇǊǳǎΩǎ ƛƴƭŀƴŘ ŎŜƴǘŜǊΣ ¢ǊƻƻŘƻǎ 

mountain, on the east bank of a stream, three kilometers south of 

Nikitari village. According to the dedicatory inscription above its 

south entrance the church was initially erected between 1099 and 1105 CE by the magistrate Nikiphoros 

LǎŎƘȅǊƛƻǎ όŘƻƴŀǘƻǊύ ǿƘƻΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛŦŜΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ǘƻƻƪ ŀ ƳƻƴŀǎǘƛŎ Ǿƻǿ ŀƴŘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀ Ƴƻƴƪ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ 

Nikolaos. The church used to be the katholicon (monastery church) of the Monastery of Phorvion, which 

ceased its function in 1825 CE; the church is the only remain of the monastic building complex that has 

reached our times.  

Architecture: The church consists of two parts: the vaulted single-aisled nave and the narthex, the latter one 

being a later addition belonging to the second half of the 12th century. The narthex with its two semi-circular 

apses and calotte belongs to a type directly influenced by Constantinople. Already from the 12th century a 

steep-pitched timber roof, covered with flat tiles, sheltered the church. The church has suffered great 

damages especially from earthquakes. Towards the end of the 13th century or at the beginning of the 14th 

century the conch of the apse collapsed and was soon after rebuilt and redecorated. At the same time the 

external buttresses were added and a little later, the flying buttress at the eastern end of the north wall was 

built. 
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Wall paintings: The church of Asinou has a vivid colorful interior, due to the frescoes depicting various 

scenes from the Orthodox Christian faith and is among the most cherished sites in Cyprus. It was painted 

immediately after the construction of the nave had been finished in 1105/6 CE expressing the latest style of 

the Comnenian period. These are the earliest original and most important mural paintings of the church, 

many of which are preserved in the apse of the Holy Bema (sanctuary) and the east and west wall of the 

church (initial layer of paintings), such as The Dormition of Virgin Mary, the Assumption and the Communion 

of the Apostles and Panagia Phorviotissa on the arch over the initial entrance to the church. They distinguish 

for their color, rhythm and harmony, the restrained expression and mobility of movement. Experts believe 

that they are of the few surviving frescoes that reflect the technique of Constantinople, thought to be the 

ōƛǊǘƘǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛǎǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ƳǇƛǊŜΩǎ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŜȄǇƭŀined by the fact that the 

prevailing geopolitical conditions of the time led Alexios Comnenos (1081-1118 CE) to render Cyprus his 

most important military base of the north-eastern Mediterranean.  

The narthex was also decorated with mural paintings soon after its erection during the second half of the 

12th century, while it was redecorated in 1332/3 CE following strong Frankish influences. In this layer of 

iconographic programme of the 14th century a large number of donors can be distinguished, while under it 

only parts of the original beautification of the narthex (12th century) have survived and can be detected 

nowadays. Moreover, a mounted St. George painted in the 13th ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǊǘƘŜȄΩǎ ǎƻǳǘƘ ŀǊŎƘ ŀǎ ŀ 

votive wall painting of a certain Nikiphoros KŀƭƭƛŀΣ ƛǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ άǇƻǊǘǊŀƛǘ ƎŀƭƭŜǊȅέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

numerous donors. Also interesting is the wall painting of the Virgin Mary with Frankish donors on the semi-

dome of the southern arch of the narthex, in which the female donor wears a long black veil, common 

amongst refugees from Syria to Cyprus mourning the fall of Acre in 1291.  

Several wall paintings dating from the 17th century also survive in the church, including Christ Emmanuel 

(located in the sanctuary). All the aforementioned wall paintings of different periods in the church are the 

result of the various redecorations that have taken place throughout the lifetime of the monument and are 

considered to be some of the most important remains of the Byzantine painting. 

Since 1985 the Asinou church is declared as an UNESCO World Heritage Site and belongs to the Troodos 

Painted Churches group. These are the painted churches which up to this day have preserved brilliant 

examples of various trends of Byzantine and post-Byzantine monumental art, from the 11th to the 19th century. 

(Virtual Representation of Monument). In particular, the Asinou church is visited by thirty thousand tourists 

per year, while many Cypriots still use the church in order to baptize their children. Accessibility through 

well-graded roads, picturesque setting in the foothills of the Troodos mountain and of course, the colorful 

interior of the monument make the Asinou church one of the top sightseeing of Cyprus.  

The participants visiting Asinou will get the chance to be provided a tour which exceeds the typical 

άǘƻǳǊƛǎǘƛŎέ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǳrist guides. Being scientists and prominent experts themselves, they will be 

provided with a scientific presentation of the state-of-the-art research activities that have been carried out 

by the ITN-DCH Marie Sklodowska-Curie fellows, thus acting as a real-life example of the implementation of 

multi-scientific and transdisciplinary approach to monument documentation and valorization of the acquired 

knowledge. Image-based modelling, 3D data acquisition techniques, digitizing methods and dissemination of 

the acquired knowledge are only some of the topics to be demonstrated based on a single case study: that of 

Asinou church. 

http://whc.unesco.org/cyprus2009


http://www.photoconsortium.net/


























http://www.europeana-space.eu/
http://www.photoconsortium.net/
http://www.europeanafashion.eu/


http://www.euscreen.eu/
http://www.energic-od.eu/
http://www.europeanasounds.eu/
http://dmll.org.uk/
http://www.inception-project.eu/


http://www.terpsichore-project.eu/




http://www.cost.eu/
http://www.dariah-cy.eu/
http://www.dariah.eu/


http://www.locloud.eu/
http://i-treasures.eu/
http://www.michael-culture.eu/








http://notre.socialcomputing.eu/








































https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jo%C3%A3o_Baptista_Martins







































































